In the second century of the Christian Era, the empire
of Rome comprehended the fairest part of the earth,
and the most civilized portion of mankind. The
frontiers of that extensive monarchy were guarded by
ancient renown and disciplined valor. The gentle but
powerful influence of laws and manners had gradually
cemented the union of the provinces. Their peaceful
inhabitants enjoyed and abused the advantages of
wealth and luxury. The image of afree constitution
was preserved with decent reverence: the Roman
senate appeared to possessthe sovereign authority, and
devolved on the emperors all the executive powers of
government. During a happy period of more than
fourscore years, the public administration was
conducted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan,
Hadrian, and thetwo Antonines. It isthedesign of this,
and of the two succeeding chapters, to describe the
prosperous condition of their empire; and after wards,
from the death of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the
most important circumstances of itsdeclineand fal; a
revolution which will ever be remembered, and is still
felt by the nations of the earth.

The principal conquests of the Romanswere achieved
under therepublic; and the emperors, for themost part,
were satisfied with preserving those dominions which
had been acquired by the policy of the senate, the
active emulations of the consuls, and the martial
enthusiasm of the people. The seven first centuries
were filled with arapid succession of triumphs; but it
was reserved for Augustus to relinquish the ambitious
design of subduing the whole earth, and to introduce a
spirit of moderation into the public councils. Inclined
to peace by histemper and situation, it was easy for
him to discover that Rome, in her present exalted
situation, had much less to hope than to fear from the
chance of arms; and that, in the prosecution of remote

Quo usgue tandem abutere, Catilina, patientia nostra?
guam diu etiam furor iste tuus nos eludet? quem ad
finem sese effrenata iactabit audacia? Nihilne te
nocturnum praesidium Palati, nihil urbisvigiliae, nihil
timor populi, nihil concursus bonorum omnium, nihil
hic munitissimus habendi senatus locus, nihil horum
oravoltusgue moverunt? Pateretuaconsilianon sentis,
constrictam iam horum omnium scientia teneri
coniurationem tuam non vides? Quid proxima, quid
superiore nocte egeris, ubi fueris, quos convocaveris,
quid consilii ceperis, quem nostrum ignorare

arbitraris? O tempora, o mores! Senatushaecintellegit.
consul videt; hic tamen vivit. Vivit? immo vero etiam
in senatum venit, fit publici consilii particeps, notat et
designat oculis ad caedem unum guemgue nostrum.
Nosautem fortesviri satisfacererel publicaevidemur,
Sl istius furorem ac tela vitemus. Ad mortem te,
Catilina, duci iussu consulisiam pridem oportebat, in
te conferri pestem, quam tu in nos [omnesiam diu]
machinaris. An vero vir amplissumus, P. Scipio,
pontifex maximus, Ti. Gracchum mediocriter
labefactantem statum rei publicae privatus interfecit;
Catilinam orbem terrae caede atque incendiis vastare
cupientem nos consules perferemus? Nam illanimis
antiqua praetereo, quod C. Servilius Ahala Sp.
Maelium novis rebus studentem manu sua occidit.
Fuit, fuit ista. quondam in hac re publicavirtus, ut viri
fortes acrioribus suppliciis civem perniciosum quam
acerbissimum hostem coercerent. Habemus senatus
consultuminte, Catilina, vehemenset grave, non deest
rei publicae consilium neque auctoritas huius ordinis;
nos, nos, dico aperte, consules desumus. Decrevit
guondam senatus, ut L. Opimius consul videret, ne
quid res publica detrimenti caperet; nox nulla
intercessit; interfectusest propter quasdam seditionum
suspiciones C. Gracchus, clarissimo patre, avo,



wars, the undertaking became every day more
difficult, the event more doubtful, and the possession
more precarious, and less beneficia. The experience
of Augustusadded weight to these salutary reflections,
and effectually convinced him that, by the prudent
vigor of hiscounsels, it would be easy to secure every
concession which the safety or the dignity of Rome
might require from the most formidable barbarians.
Instead of exposing his person and his legions to the
arrows of the Parthians, he obtained, by an honorable
treaty, the restitution of the standards and prisoners
which had been taken in the defeat of Crassus.

His generals, in the early part of hisreign, attempted
the reduction of Ethiopiaand Arabia Felix. They
marched near athousand miles to the south of the
tropic; but the heat of the climate soon repelled the
invaders, and protected the un-warlike natives of those
sequestered regions. The northern countries of Europe
scarcely deserved the expense and |abor of conquest.
Theforests and morasses of Germany werefilled with
ahardy race of barbarians, who despised life when it
was separated from freedom; and though, on the first
attack, they seemed toyield to theweight of theRoman
power, they soon, by asignal act of despair, regained
their independence, and reminded Augustus of the
vicissitude of fortune. On the death of that emperor,
his testament was publicly read in the senate. He
bequeathed, as avaluablelegacy to his successors, the
advice of confining the empire within those limits
which nature seemed to have placed asits permanent
bulwarks and boundaries: on the west, the Atlantic
Ocean; the Rhine and Danube on the north; the
Euphrates on the east; and towardsthe south, the sandy
deserts of Arabiaand Africa

maioribus, occisus est cum liberis M. Fulvius
consularis. Simili senatus consulto C. Mario et L.
Valerio consulibus est permissa res publica; num
unum diem postea L. Saturninum tribunum pl. et C.
Servilium praetorem mors ac rei publicae poena
remorata est? At [vero] nos vicesimum iam diem
patimur hebescere aciem horum auctoritatis. Habemus
enim huiusce modi senatus consultum, verum
inclusum in tabulis tamguam in vagina reconditum,
guo ex senatus consulto confestim te interfectum esse,
Catilina, convenit. Vivis, et vivis non ad deponendam,
sed ad confirmandam audaciam. Cupio, patres
conscripti, me esse clementem, cupio in tantisrei
publicae periculis me non dissolutum videri, sed iam
me ipse inertiae nequitiaeque condemno. Castra sunt
in Italia contra populum Romanum in Etruriae
faucibus conlocata, crescit in dies singulos hostium
numerus; eorum autem castrorum imperatorem
ducemque hostium intra moenia atque adeo in senatu
videmus intestinam aliquam cotidie perniciem rei
publicae molientem. Si teiam, Catilina, comprehendi,
sl interfici iussero, credo, erit verendum mihi, ne non
potius hoc omnes boni serius a me quam quisguam
crudeliusfactum esse dicat. VVerum ego hoc, quod iam
pridem factum esse oportuit, certa de causa nondum
adducor ut faciam. Tum deniqueinterficiere, cumiam
nemo tam inprobus, tam perditus, tam tui similis
inveniri poterit, qui id non iure factum esse fateatur.
Quamdiu quisquam erit, qui te defendere audeat,
vives, et vivesita, ut [nunc] vivis. multismeiset firmis
praesidiis obsessus, ne commovere te contrarem
publicam possis. Multorum te etiam oculi et auresnon
sentientem, sicut adhuc fecerunt, speculabuntur atque
custodient.



In the second century of the Christian Era, the empire
of Rome comprehended the fairest part of the earth,
and the most civilized portion of mankind. The
frontiers of that extensive monarchy were guarded by
ancient renown and disciplined valor. The gentle but
powerful influence of laws and manners had gradually
cemented the union of the provinces. Their peaceful
inhabitants enjoyed and abused the advantages of
wealth and luxury. The image of afree constitution
was preserved with decent reverence: the Roman
senate appeared to possessthe sovereign authority, and
devolved on the emperors all the executive powers of
government. During a happy period of more than
fourscore years, the public administration was
conducted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan,
Hadrian, and thetwo Antonines. It isthedesign of this,
and of the two succeeding chapters, to describe the
prosperous condition of their empire; and after wards,
from the death of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the
most important circumstances of itsdeclineand fal; a
revolution which will ever be remembered, and is still
felt by the nations of the earth.

The principal conquests of the Romanswere achieved
under therepublic; and the emperors, for themost part,
were satisfied with preserving those dominions which
had been acquired by the policy of the senate, the
active emulations of the consuls, and the martial
enthusiasm of the people. The seven first centuries
were filled with arapid succession of triumphs; but it
was reserved for Augustus to relinquish the ambitious
design of subduing the whole earth, and to introduce a
spirit of moderation into the public councils. Inclined
to peace by histemper and situation, it was easy for
him to discover that Rome, in her present exalted
situation, had much less to hope than to fear from the
chance of arms; and that, in the prosecution of remote

wars, the undertaking became every day more
difficult, the event more doubtful, and the possession
more precarious, and less beneficial. The experience
of Augustus added weight to these salutary reflections,
and effectually convinced him that, by the prudent
vigor of his counsels, it would be easy to secure every
concession which the safety or the dignity of Rome
might require from the most formidable barbarians.
Instead of exposing his person and his legions to the
arrows of the Parthians, he obtained, by an honorable
treaty, the restitution of the standards and prisoners
which had been taken in the defeat of Crassus.

His generals, in the early part of hisreign, attempted
the reduction of Ethiopiaand Arabia Felix. They
marched near athousand miles to the south of the
tropic; but the heat of the climate soon repelled the
invaders, and protected the un-warlike natives of those
sequestered regions. The northern countries of Europe
scarcely deserved the expense and |abor of conquest.
Theforests and morasses of Germany werefilled with
ahardy race of barbarians, who despised life when it
was separated from freedom; and though, on the first
attack, they seemed toyield to theweight of theRoman
power, they soon, by asignal act of despair, regained
their independence, and reminded Augustus of the
vicissitude of fortune. On the death of that emperor,
his testament was publicly read in the senate. He
bequeathed, as avaluablelegacy to his successors, the
advice of confining the empire within those limits
which nature seemed to have placed asits permanent
bulwarks and boundaries: on the west, the Atlantic
Ocean; the Rhine and Danube on the north; the
Euphrates on the east; and towardsthe south, the sandy
deserts of Arabiaand Africa



In the second century of the Christian Era, the empire of Rome comprehended the fairest part of the earth, and
themost civilized portion of mankind. The frontiers of that extensive monarchy were guarded by ancient renown
and disciplined valor. The gentle but powerful influence of laws and manners had gradually cemented the union
of the provinces. Their peaceful inhabitants enjoyed and abused the advantages of wealth and luxury. Theimage
of afree constitution was preserved with decent reverence: the Roman senate appeared to possess the sovereign
authority, and devolved on the emperors all the executive powers of government. During a happy period of more
than fourscore years, the public administration was conducted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan,
Hadrian, and the two Antonines. It isthe design of this, and of the two succeeding chapters, to describe the
prosperous condition of their empire; and after wards, from the death of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the most
important circumstances of its decline and fall; arevolution which will ever be remembered, and is still felt by
the nations of the earth.

The principal conquests of the Romans were achieved under the republic; and the emperors, for the most part,
were satisfied with preserving those dominions which had been acquired by the policy of the senate, the active
emulations of the consuls, and the martial enthusiasm of the people. The seven first centuries were filled with a
rapid succession of triumphs; but it was reserved for Augustus to relinquish the ambitious design of subduing
the whole earth, and to introduce a spirit of moderation into the public councils. Inclined to peace by histemper
and situation, it was easy for him to discover that Rome, in her present exalted situation, had much less to hope
than to fear from the chance of arms; and that, in the prosecution of remote wars, the undertaking became every
day more difficult, the event more doubtful, and the possession more precarious, and less beneficia. The
experience of Augustus added weight to these salutary reflections, and effectually convinced him that, by the
prudent vigor of hiscounsels, it would be easy to secure every concession which the safety or thedignity of Rome
might require from the most formidable barbarians. Instead of exposing his person and his legions to the arrows
of the Parthians, he obtained, by an honorable treaty, the restitution of the standards and prisoners which had
been taken in the defeat of Crassus.

His generals, in the early part of hisreign, attempted the reduction of Ethiopia and Arabia Felix. They marched
near athousand milesto the south of thetropic; but the heat of the climate soon repelled theinvaders, and protected
the un-warlike natives of those sequestered regions. The northern countries of Europe scarcely deserved the
expense and labor of conquest. The forests and morasses of Germany werefilled with ahardy race of barbarians,
who despised life when it was separated from freedom; and though, on the first attack, they seemed to yield to
the weight of the Roman power, they soon, by asignal act of despair, regained their independence, and reminded
Augustusof thevicissitude of fortune. On the death of that emperor, histestament was publicly read in the senate.
He bequeathed, as a valuable legacy to his successors, the advice of confining the empire within those limits
which nature seemed to have placed asits permanent bulwarks and boundaries: on the west, the Atlantic Ocean;
the Rhine and Danube on the north; the Euphrates on the east; and towards the south, the sandy deserts of Arabia
and Africa

Quo usque tandem abutere, Catilina, patientia nostra? quam diu etiam furor iste tuus nos eludet? quem ad finem
sese effrenata iactabit audacia? Nihilne te nocturnum praesidium Palati, nihil urbis vigiliae, nihil timor populi,
nihil concursus bonorum omnium, nihil hic munitissimus habendi senatus locus, nihil horum ora voltusgue
moverunt? Patere tua consilianon sentis, constrictam iam horum omnium scientia teneri coniurationem tuam
non vides? Quid proxima, quid superiore nocte egeris, ubi fueris, quos convocaveris, quid consilii ceperis, quem
nostrum ignorare arbitraris? O tempora, 0 mores! Senatus haec intellegit. consul videt; hic tamen vivit. Vivit?
immo vero etiam in senatum venit, fit publici consilii particeps, notat et designat oculis ad caedem unum quemaue
nostrum. Nos autem fortes viri satis facere rei publicae videmur, si istius furorem ac telavitemus. Ad mortem
te, Catilina, duci iussu consulisiam pridem oportebat, in te conferri pestem, quam tu in nos [omnes iam diul]
machinaris. An vero vir amplissumus, P. Scipio, pontifex maximus, Ti. Gracchum mediocriter labefactantem
statum rei publicae privatus interfecit; Catilinam orbem terrae caede atque incendiis vastare cupientem nos
consules perferemus? Nam illa nimis antiqua praetereo, quod C. Servilius Ahala Sp. Maglium novis rebus
studentem manu sua occidit. Fuit, fuit ista quondam in hac re publicavirtus, ut viri fortes acrioribus suppliciis
civem perniciosum quam acerbissimum hostem coercerent. Habemus senatus consultumin te, Catilina, vehemens
et grave, non deest rei publicae consilium neque auctoritas huius ordinis; nos, nos, dico aperte, consules desumus.
Decrevit quondam senatus, ut L. Opimius consul videret, ne quid res publica detrimenti caperet; nox nulla
intercessit; interfectus est propter quasdam seditionum suspiciones C. Gracchus, clarissimo patre, avo, maioribus,
occisus est cum liberis M. Fulvius consularis. Simili senatus consulto C. Mario et L. Valerio consulibus est



permissares publica; num unum diem postea L. Saturninum tribunum pl. et C. Servilium pragtorem mors ac rei
publicae poenaremorata est? At [vero] nos vicesimum iam diem patimur hebescere aciem horum auctoritatis.
Habemus enim huiusce modi senatus consultum, verum inclusum in tabulis tamquam in vagina reconditum, quo
ex senatus consulto confestim te interfectum esse, Catilina, convenit. Vivis, et vivis non ad deponendam, sed ad
confirmandam audaciam. Cupio, patres conscripti, me esse clementem, cupio in tantis rel publicae periculis me
non dissolutum videri, sed iam me ipse inertiae nequitiaeque condemno. Castra sunt in Italia contra populum
Romanum in Etruriae faucibus conlocata, crescit in dies singulos hostium numerus; eorum autem castrorum
imperatorem ducemque hostium intramoenia atque adeo in senatu videmusintestinam aliquam cotidie perniciem
rei publicae molientem. Si teiam, Catilina, comprehendi, si interfici iussero, credo, erit verendum mihi, ne non
potius hoc omnes boni serius ame quam quisquam crudeliusfactum esse dicat. Verum ego hoc, quod iam pridem
factum esse oportuit, certa de causa nondum adducor ut faciam. Tum denique interficiere, cum iam nemo tam
inprobus, tam perditus, tam tui similisinveniri poterit, qui id non iure factum esse fateatur. Quamdiu quisguam
erit, qui te defendere audeat, vives, et vivesita, ut [nunc] vivis. multis meis et firmis praesidiis obsessus, ne
commoverete contrarem publicam possis. Multorum te etiam oculi et aures non sentientem, sicut adhuc fecerunt,
speculabuntur atque custodient.



In the second century of the Christian Era, the empire
of Rome comprehended the fairest part of the earth,
and the most civilized portion of mankind. The
frontiers of that extensive monarchy were guarded by
ancient renown and disciplined valor. The gentle but
powerful influence of laws and manners had gradually
cemented the union of the provinces. Their peaceful
inhabitants enjoyed and abused the advantages of
wealth and luxury. The image of afree constitution
was preserved with decent reverence: the Roman
senate appeared to possessthe sovereign authority, and
devolved on the emperors all the executive powers of
government. During a happy period of more than
fourscore years, the public administration was
conducted by the virtue and abilities of Nerva, Trajan,
Hadrian, and thetwo Antonines. It isthedesign of this,
and of the two succeeding chapters, to describe the
prosperous condition of their empire; and after wards,
from the death of Marcus Antoninus, to deduce the
most important circumstances of itsdeclineand fal; a
revolution which will ever be remembered, and is still
felt by the nations of the earth.

The principal conquests of the Romanswere achieved
under therepublic; and the emperors, for themost part,
were satisfied with preserving those dominions which
had been acquired by the policy of the senate, the
active emulations of the consuls, and the martial
enthusiasm of the people. The seven first centuries
were filled with arapid succession of triumphs; but it
was reserved for Augustus to relinquish the ambitious
design of subduing the whole earth, and to introduce a
spirit of moderation into the public councils. Inclined
to peace by histemper and situation, it was easy for
him to discover that Rome, in her present exalted
situation, had much less to hope than to fear from the
chance of arms; and that, in the prosecution of remote

wars, the undertaking became every day more
difficult, the event more doubtful, and the possession
more precarious, and less beneficial. The experience
of Augustus added weight to these salutary reflections,
and effectually convinced him that, by the prudent
vigor of his counsels, it would be easy to secure every
concession which the safety or the dignity of Rome
might require from the most formidable barbarians.
Instead of exposing his person and his legions to the
arrows of the Parthians, he obtained, by an honorable
treaty, the restitution of the standards and prisoners
which had been taken in the defeat of Crassus.

His generals, in the early part of his reign, attempted
the reduction of Ethiopia and Arabia Felix. They
marched near athousand miles to the south of the
tropic; but the heat of the climate soon repelled the
invaders, and protected the un-warlike natives of those
sequestered regions. The northern countries of Europe
scarcely deserved the expense and labor of conquest.
Theforests and morasses of Germany werefilled with
ahardy race of barbarians, who despised life when it
was separated from freedom; and though, on the first
attack, they seemedtoyieldto theweight of theRoman
power, they soon, by asignal act of despair, regained
their independence, and reminded Augustus of the
vicissitude of fortune. On the death of that emperor,
his testament was publicly read in the senate. He
bequeathed, as avaluable legacy to his successors, the
advice of confining the empire within those limits
which nature seemed to have placed asits permanent
bulwarks and boundaries: on the west, the Atlantic
Ocean; the Rhine and Danube on the north; the
Euphrates on the east; and towardsthe south, the sandy
deserts of Arabiaand Africa

Quo usgue tandem abutere, Catilina, patientia nostra?
guam diu etiam furor iste tuus nos eludet? quem ad



finem sese effrenata iactabit audacia? Nihilne te
nocturnum praesidium Palati, nihil urbisvigiliae, nihil
timor populi, nihil concursus bonorum omnium, nihil
hic munitissimus habendi senatus locus, nihil horum
oravoltusgue moverunt? Pateretuaconsilianon sentis,
constrictam iam horum omnium scientia teneri
coniurationem tuam non vides? Quid proxima, quid
superiore nocte egeris, ubi fueris, qUOs convocaveris,
quid consilii ceperis, quem nostrum ignorare

arbitraris? O tempora, o mores! Senatushaecintellegit.
consul videt; hic tamen vivit. Vivit? immo vero etiam
in senatum venit, fit publici consilii particeps, notat et
designat oculis ad caedem unum guemgue nostrum.
Nosautem fortesviri satisfacererel publicaevidemur,
Si istius furorem ac tela vitemus. Ad mortem te,
Catilina, duci iussu consulisiam pridem oportebat, in
te conferri pestem, quam tu in nos [omnesiam diu]
machinaris. An vero vir amplissumus, P. Scipio,
pontifex maximus, Ti. Gracchum mediocriter
labefactantem statum rei publicae privatus interfecit;
Catilinam orbem terrae caede atque incendiis vastare
cupientem nos consules perferemus? Nam illanimis
antiqua praetereo, quod C. Servilius Ahala Sp.
Maelium novis rebus studentem manu sua occidit.
Fuit, fuit ista. quondam in hac re publicavirtus, ut viri
fortes acrioribus suppliciis civem perniciosum quam
acerbissimum hostem coercerent. Habemus senatus
consultuminte, Catilina, vehemenset grave, non deest
rei publicae consilium neque auctoritas huius ordinis;
nos, nos, dico aperte, consules desumus. Decrevit
guondam senatus, ut L. Opimius consul videret, ne
quid res publica detrimenti caperet; nox nulla
intercessit; interfectusest propter quasdam seditionum
suspiciones C. Gracchus, clarissimo patre, avo,
maioribus, occisus est cum liberis M. Fulvius
consularis. Simili senatus consulto C. Mario et L.

Valerio consulibus est permissa res publica; num
unum diem postea L. Saturninum tribunum pl. et C.
Servilium praetorem mors ac rei publicae poena
remorata est? At [vero] nos vicesimum iam diem
patimur hebescere aciem horum auctoritatis. Habemus
enim huiusce modi senatus consultum, verum
inclusum in tabulis tamguam in vagina reconditum,
guo ex senatus consulto confestim te interfectum esse,
Catilina, convenit. Vivis, et vivis non ad deponendam,
sed ad confirmandam audaciam. Cupio, patres
conscripti, me esse clementem, cupio in tantisrei
publicae periculis me non dissolutum videri, sed iam
me ipse inertiae nequitiaeque condemno. Castra sunt
in Italia contra populum Romanum in Etruriae
faucibus conlocata, crescit in dies singulos hostium
numerus; eorum autem castrorum imperatorem
ducemque hostium intra moenia atque adeo in senatu
videmus intestinam aliquam cotidie perniciem rei
publicae molientem. Si teiam, Catilina, comprehendi,
sl interfici iussero, credo, erit verendum mihi, ne non
potius hoc omnes boni serius a me quam quisguam
crudeliusfactum esse dicat. VVerum ego hoc, quod iam
pridem factum esse oportuit, certa de causa nondum
adducor ut faciam. Tum deniqueinterficiere, cumiam
nemo tam inprobus, tam perditus, tam tui similis
inveniri poterit, qui id non iure factum esse fateatur.
Quamdiu quisquam erit, qui te defendere audeat,
vives, et vivesita, ut [nunc] vivis. multismeiset firmis
praesidiis obsessus, ne commovere te contrarem
publicam possis. Multorum te etiam oculi et auresnon
sentientem, sicut adhuc fecerunt, speculabuntur atque
custodient.



